
 
 
 
 
 

June 20, 2005 
 
Mr. Brett Haan 
Mr. Robert Kelly 
Mr. Joe Boyer 
 
800 MHz Transition Administrator 
c/o Mr. Brett Haan 
BearingPoint 
1676 International Drive 
McLean, VA 22102 
 
Dear Brett, Robert and Joe, 
 
As the start of Rebanding activities come closer and closer, we have seen a growing amount of 
activity from everyone who is affected by the 800 MHz Rule & Order.  In our discussions with 
the public safety licensees, critical infrastructure companies, consultants, manufacturers and 
cellular providers, there is a clarification required on a criteria specified in the Rule & Order 
regarding “comparable facilities” which would help define precisely what activities are required 
to deliver “comparable facilities”. 
 
“All licensees shall be relocated to comparable facilities.  Comparable facilities are those that 
will provide the same level of service as the incumbent’s existing facilities, with the transition to 
the new facilities as transparent to the end user.  Specifically, (1) equivalent channel capacity, 
(2) equivalent signaling capability, baud rate and access time, (3) coextensive geographic 
coverage, and (4) operating cost.”  (800 MHz Rule & Order, page 109) 
 
As licensees sit down to negotiate what activities will occur in their re-banding process, it is 
unclear how a licensee will objectively determine that he has received “comparable facilities” 
after rebanding.  The Transition Administrator’s handbook addresses the topic indirectly as part 
of the acceptance testing process, but is not specific enough to provide guidance. 
 
We have heard varying opinions of what “comparable facilities” means.  In the 800 MHz 
Rebanding Symposiums held by APCO, it was clear that the term was not understood by the 
participants who asked questions about it.  This also occurred in the panel sessions held at the 
IWCE show in Las Vegas in April.   
 
We feel that the Rule & Order is clear on what “comparable facilities” should entail. The 
definition of “channel capacity” incorporates the level of interference that exists as a factor 
which should be measured both before and after rebanding.  We have contributed to a “Tech 
Speak” article in the June, 2005 issue of Mobile Radio Technology, which explains in detail how 
channel capacity can be objectively measured.  A copy of this article has been attached to this 
letter. 
 
We feel that baseline activities which are done with only a measurement of signal strength 
(“RSSI” or Received Signal Strength Indicator), will provide the licensee with an inadequate of 
means to determine if  “comparable facilities” has been achieved, and ignores the intent of the 
800 MHz Rule & Order and in doing so, compromises its delivery. 
 
This concept has been endorsed by the RF engineering community, as well as the hardware 
manufacturers.  The MA/COM presentation at the Symposium highlights this activity as key to 
providing an accurate baseline, and the technical advisors of Motorola radio dealers concur.   
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We would like the Transition Administrator to provide clear and specific guidelines for baseline 
activities which would lead towards an objective measurement for “comparable facilities”. 
   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Ahmad Malkawi 
President and Director of Engineering 
 
Phone: 1-888-868-6365 
Email:  amalkawi1@aimws.com 
 
cc:  Ms. Cathy Siedel cathy.siedel@fcc.gov 

Mr. Michael Wilhelm michael.wilhelm@fcc.gov 
Mr. Brian Marenco brian.marenco@fcc.gov 
Ms. Nicole McGinnis nicole.mcginnis@fcc.gov 

 
 
 
By email and by ECFS posting on FCC website 
 

Brett Haan  comments@800TA.org 
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